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Repr esent ati ve Robi nson (84t h) To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1454
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO EXEMPT PERSONAL | NFORVATI ON OF LAW ENFORCEMENT,
JUDI Cl AL AND PROSECUTORI AL PERSONNEL FROM THE M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C
RECORDS ACT OF 1983; TO CREATE A PRI VI LEGE TO PROTECT THE CONTENTS
OF ANY COVMMUNI CATI ON MADE TO A CERTI FI ED PEER SUPPORT MEMBER BY AN
EMERGENCY RESPONDER WHI LE ENGAGED | N A PEER SUPPORT EVENT; TO
DEFI NE CERTAI N TERM5 RELATI NG TO THE PRI VI LEGE; TO PROVI DE
EMOTI ONAL AND MORAL SUPPORT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS AND OTHER
EMERGENCY RESPONDERS; TO PROVI DE A CRIM NAL PENALTY FOR REVEALI NG
THE CONTENTS OF SUCH PRI VI LEGED COMVUNI CATI ON;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The hone address, any tel ephone nunber of a

privately paid account or other private information of any |aw
enforcenment officer, crimnal investigator, judge or district
attorney or the spouse or child of such | aw enforcenment officer,
crimnal investigator, judge or district attorney shall be exenpt
fromthe M ssissippi Public Records Act of 1983. This exenption
does not apply to any court transcript or recording if given under
oath and not ot herw se excluded by | aw.

SECTION 2. (1) As used in this section, unless the context

clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Certified peer support nenber” nmeans a | aw
enforcenment officer, fireman or energency mnedi cal technician of an
energency service agency or entity who has received training in
critical incident stress nanagenent and who is certified as a peer
support nenber by the State Board of Health or the Departnent of
Public Safety to provide enptional and noral support to an
energency responder who needs those services as a result of
job-related stress or an incident in which the emergency responder

was involved while acting in his official capacity.

H B. No. 1454 *HR40/R1445SG* Gl/ 2
06/ HRA0/ RL445SG
PAGE 1 (CJR ED)



31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

(b) "Peer support event" nmeans any debriefing, defusing
or counseling session conducted by a certified peer support nenber
that involves the enotional or noral support of an energency
responder who needs those services as a result of job-rel ated
stress or an incident in which the energency responder was
involved while acting in his official capacity.

(2) A certified peer support nenber shall not be conpelled,
w t hout the consent of the energency responder making the
comuni cation, to testify or in any way disclose the contents of
any communi cation nmade to the certified peer support nmenber by the
energency responder while engaged in a peer support event. This
privilege only applies when the comruni cati on was nmade to the
certified peer support nenber during the course of an actual peer
support event.

(3) The privilege shall not apply if:

(a) The certified peer support nmenber was an initial
energency service responder, a witness or a party to the incident
that pronpted the providing of the peer support event to the
emer gency responder;

(b) A communi cation reveals the intended comm ssi on of
a crime or harnful act and such disclosure is determ ned to be
necessary by the certified peer support nenber to protect any
person froma clear, immnent risk of serious nental or physical
harmor injury, or to forestall a serious threat to the public
safety; or

(c) Acrine has been coomitted and di vul ged.

(4) Any certified peer support nenber who reveals the
contents of a privileged communi cation, or any person who
threatens, intimdates, or in any way attenpts to conpel a
certified peer support nenber to disclose the contents of a
privileged communi cation, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and

shal |l be punished by a fine of not nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars
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($500.00) or by inprisonnment in the county jail for not nore than

si x (6) nonths,

SECTI ON 3.

or by both such fine and inprisonnent.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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